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We defer the realisation of our egoism for a
future payment, or we coin it at once. We
consent to be rewarded in heaven, or we seek
satisfactions here below. It procures divine
pleasures for the god in man; it furnishes animal
joys to the beast in man. It enthrones itself in
the depths of our souls and rules there according
to their essence.

The Greeks, in their beliefs, which bear the
imprint of sincerity, saw in their gods thoroughly
selfish beings. The gods of Olympus acted solely
under the impetus of their personal interests. Our
Phariseeism attributes to men qualities which the
ancients denied to the gods themselves.

After all, if the genius of nature, listening to the
stupid desires of certain philosophers, had uprooted
from our souls the love of self, mankind would
have ceased to live. In losing the essential prin-
ciple of the conservation of the species, man would
have lost, at the same time, the necessity of con-
tinuing his existence. Never would he have
consented to drag it on for the sake of others.

By classing self-love (egotism) with the most
degraded tendencies of our hearts, we have suc-
ceeded in defaming Happiness, which has become
almost a shameful desire of our ego, instead of
being its glory and its crown. Have not certain